he moral impoſſibility of conquering England. 
And the abſurdity of the Diſpenſing Power 
of the Pope. 
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GALA T. 4. 18. 


It: is good to be ⁊ealouſiy affefted 
always in @ good thing. 


T is not my intention from the pre- 
ceding words to mark out the preciſe 


bounds between true and falſe zeal; partly 


' becauſe this has been often done before; 

but chiefly becauſe there is a doctrine mani- 
feſtly reſulting from them both, which is of 
the greateſt and moſt ſovereign uſe on the 
preſent unfortunate occaſion, 


I ſhall therefore from a detail of many 
eminent examples in hiſtory ſhew the ex- 
ceeding great difficulty of conquering any 
nation which is zealous for it's govern- 
| A ment 
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ment and religion: and as many of theſe 
examples are ſuch as falſe zeal- gave birth 
to, the application of them will be more 
forcible to us, if we are rightly influenced 
by the true. 


And if in the proſecution of this ſubject 
ſome things ſhould appear of a different 
nature from thoſe which are uſually de- 
livered from this place; let it be remem- 
bered, that as no ſubje& can be unſeaſonable 
in the preſent times which tends to extinguiſh 
rebellion, ſo nothing can be unworthy of 
this ſacred place which tends to maintain the 
Proteſtant religion. * 


I will begin with ſome inſtances of thoſe 
nations, who, having a different religion 
from Chr:i/tians, could not be ſo rationally 
influenced in their conduct: nay the fol- 
lowers of that Impoſtor who was a ſen- 
ſualiſt himſelf, and endeavoured to implant 
the expectation of ſenſual rewards in his 

gil 
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diſciples, could not be rationally influenced 
in their condact at all: and yet when a 
zeal for their religion and guide became 
a principle of their actions; it gave them 
a conſtancy and perſeverance in their ſuffer- 
ings, and hurried them to dangers with a 
violence and impetuoſity as made it almoſt 
impoſſible to withſtand them: inſomuch 
that it was chiefly owing to this conſidera- 
tion that from a weak, divided, and even 
deſpicable people, they became the dread 
| and terrour of mankind, and invaded and 
ſubdued the moſt powerful nations with 
a fwiftneſs and rapidity that is almoſt ſingle 
on record. 


The * Tarks who ſucceeded them in their 
conqueſt and religion were a people which 


aroſe 


* The Turks were an inconſiderable people when. 
called from Turcomania, a northern part of Armenia, , 
to aſſiſt Mahomet the Saracen Sultan, when taking 
that religion they were poſſeſſed with its fury, and 
overcame all that reſiſted, and even the Saracens 
themſelyes who invited them to their aid. 

Knolles, Turk, Hift. p. 4. 
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aroſe from very ſmall beginnings ; and if 
they had not drank deep of the extatic 
manners of their predeceſſors, they never 
could have made ſuch powerful efforts in 
the infancy of their ſtate, nor afterwards 
arrived through ſo many difficulties at ſuch 
extenſive dominion, 


The Chriftians, who ſet out in the Eaſtern | 


expedition, ſet out in an expedition the 
moſt difficult and hopeleſs that could poſſible 
be imagined; againſt a * great people; at 
unity with themſelves; ſurrounded with 
allies; and at home: whilſt they were at the 
mercy of the moſt variable things in nature, 
the winds and ſeas; were obliged to fight 
at the greateſt diſadvantage under the in- 
clemencies of a climate unſuitable to their 
conſtitution ; were each of them at ſuch a 
diſtance from his reſpective country, that 
it cone not relieve them in their misfortunes, 
and 


The Turks who had BR conquered the Sara- 
cens, and united themſelyes againſt the Chri/tians. 
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and muſt be * ruined by their ſucceſs; and 
to compleat all, were compoſed of nations 
ſo jarring * in their intereſts, and irreconcile- 
able in their tempers, as naturally to be greater 


enemies to each other, than to him they 
attempted to ſubdue, 


In ſhort conſidering all this, together with 
the ſhipwrack and ' misfortunes of ſome of 
the principal commanders, one may affirm 
of this ſtrange and chimerical undertaking 
the direct contrary to what the poet does 
of his hero's, that the very elements were 
againſt it, and the winds and ſeas conſpir- 
ed to it's deſtruftion. — Yet what elements 
are too powerful for zeal? what ſeas can 
mterrupt it's courſe? what tempeſts can 
ſhake it's ſtability ? what viciſſitudes can 

change 

© Chiefly by their long abſence on this account; 


when their own nation became a prey to ambitious 
pretenders, and the intrigues of the Pope. 


« The two principal parties were the French and 
Engliſh, 
* Claudian. 
43 
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change it's purpoſe? what antipathies dif. 
ſolve it's union? Even under theſe circum. 


ſtances the Chriſtians - faught and con- 
quered. 


The Heathens on account of their inter- 
community of gods could not be ſo zea- 
lous for their religion; but they were for 
their ſtate; and the fame effects were pro- 
duced : — The Romans are the moſt eminent 
inſtances of both kinds of this political zeal, 
the falſe, and the true; falſe, whilſt it 
puſhed them on to conqueſt ;- true, when 
it animated them in 'their own defence : 
but as we are now conſidering the former, 
I will give an example of that, The ſtory 
of Regulus is either true according to the 
letter, or has ſome foundation, or, which is 
much the ſame thing to us, was applauded 
even in * idea by a Fry enthuſiaſtically 

bent 


So much, that Cicero, Nena of this account of 
Regulus, ſays, that it was no extraordinary thing in 


him, but was the virtue of the times rather than the 
man, Cic. de Offic, lib. 3. 
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bent on conqueſt, and the oppreſſion of their 
fellowy- creatures: and what could eafily 
reſiſt this diſpoſition of mind ?. who could 
ever hope for a ſucceſsful oppoſition to 
armies of men ſo attached to their country, 
as to ſuffer the moſt various and exquiſite 
tortures, rather than contribute to the loſs 
of it's acquiſitions, or diminution of it's glory? 
The Nyman armies indeed could ſcarce 
ever be fo compoſed as that every man 
ſhould be a Regulus, though we have heard 
of ſome modern ones that were ; men little 
known to the Chriſtian world, but who de- 
ſerve to be expoſed to the moſt public de- 
teſtation ; ſince from them the horrid name- 
of *Affaſſins is very juſtly derived; and they 
are ſo utterly devoured by the dreadful prin- 
ciple we are conſidering, as inſtantly to 
ſubmit to any ſort of death at the com- 
mand of their general, 


The 


They were ſo named from the poignard they 
made uſe of to execute the commands of their Seignior, 
he which in the Per/ian language was called Haſlifin. 

VPoeriet's Hiſt. of the Knights of Malta, vol. 1. 
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The Mahometans one would think had 
a ſufficient portion of their madneſs to en- 
counter any oppoſers to the holy progreſs 
of their arms; but here they found them- 
ſelves out- done, and fear fully ſhrunk back 
from the combat with ſo fierce and un- 
tractable an enemy. — The ſight of theſe 
wretches devoting themſelves to deſtruction 
at the nod of their leader ſhook: their moſt 
ſteadfaſt reſolutions ; and his ſolemn declara- 
tion, that he had myriads of the ſame ſub- 
jects equally reſigned to his will, had ſome- 
thing too ſtocking in it to be ſupported even 
by enthuſiaſts themſelves. 


But let us withdraw our eyes from theſe 


monſters of humanity to thoſe who would 
be eſteemed it's ornament and credit, but 


NEVET 


f The Souldan of Damas fendiog 1 to | the Aſſaſſins 
for a demand of tribute, their Signior (for ſo their mo- 
narch is called) ordered one of his men to leap down a 
precipice, the other to ſtab himſelf ; which they 


both did immediately; and then he ſent the above 


mentioned meſſage. 


Vertot's Hiſtory of the Knights of Malta. v. I. ed. 8'*. 
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never can really be ſo whilſt they are 
under ſuch circumſtances, as, however pal- 
liated, muſt always be diſgraceful to our 
nature; i. e. whilſt they are in chains them- 
ſelves, and endeavour to fix them on the 
reſt of mankinc. 


It will eaſily be perceived that I mean our 
reſtleſs and perpetual enemy the French; 
than whom there never was any wiſe and 
poliſhed nation more in love with tyranny, 
and more devoted to their monarch ; and I 
wiſh I could fay that they are not celebrat- 
ed inſtances of the benefits this temper has 
occaſioned ; I wiſh I could ſay that it has 
not been the reaſon of fewer commotions 
within, and more impotent attacks on them 
from without; and I wiſh moſt of all I 
could ſay that it has not been the reaſon of 
their aſſaulting others with greater reſolu- 
tion and greater force, than could be ex- 
pected. from ſuch a weak and effeminate 
people. | 

<2 But 
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But no natural impediments were ſupe- 
riour to zeal; to which every thing that 
ſhould have hindered their progreſs to gran- 
deur has inſemſibly given way: and from 
henee chiefly has accrued through fo many 
difficulties that extenſive influence to a peo- 
ple, who are formed by nature, and placed 
in a climate for pleaſure; ſeeble in their 
bodies, and diſſipated in their minds; va- 
wan by IEP + 8 


80 50 at ks for the influence of 
falſe zeal, it will be more agreeable to us, 
ho are defending the moſt excellent cauſe, 
to eonſider the influence of the true; and 
it will be an addition to this pleaſure if we 
farther confider that the former is more 
ſuited for conqueſt, the latter for defence. 


And here in the firſt place the zeal of 
the primitive Chriſtians muſt ſtrike every 
one's obſervation, who ſupported with pa- 

tience 
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tience, with chearfulneſe, with rapture the 
diſtreſſes of life, and underwent the moſt lin- 
gering and painful torments with a fortitudo 
1 relolulgen that amazed the world. 


But bocauſs ſome may „ that thers 
was ſomething ſupernatural in this, let us 
proceed to what is confeſſedly otherwiſe,— 
The Romans in their earlieſt ages, * whilſt 
they were uncorrupted by wealth, and the 
ſenſe of liberty was ſtrong, were undoubtedly 
one of the moſt zealous and public-ſpirited 
nations that ever appeared in the world: 
and as no other had been brought up with 
ſuch a love for their country and attachment 
to their ſtate, ſo it broke out on certain oc- 
caſions in ſuch violent, and impetuous efforts, 
that it ſeemed upon the whole to be more 
enthuſiaſm than n. and more ecſtacy 
than reaſon. 


And whilſt this warm and animating 
paſſion held it's place in their breaſts,” it 
ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly bore them up in che greateſt 
exigencies of their ſtate; and ſtruck their 
moſt powerful and ſucceſsfull invaders with 
horror and ſurprize: the deſperate action 
of Scævola made Porſena tremble in the 
midſt of his conqueſt and ſomething even 
in their defeats appeared ſo formidable to 
Pyrrbus, that he was forced to confeſs that 
another victory would undo him. 


neee 
the Nomans in love to their country, the 
nature of their government, and their par- 
ticular complections: and whilſt, like them, 
they kept themſelves pure from corruption 
and undiſſolved by luxury, they were. as 
illuſtrious examples of the effects of zeal, 
as any nation on record: the hiſtory of 
individuals, even of their boys and their 
women, contains the moſt glorious and 
memorable tranſactions; and the ſtreights 
of Thermopyle will for ever convince. us, 
that this principle may be oppoſed like a 


wal 
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wall of braſs to armies as numerous as the 
ſand of the ſea. 3 


Pte ue Woot Gn WAI I td cb 
firm this reaſoning from the various examples 
which might be collected from the little 
republics of Greece, and other governments 
of antiquity: I proceed therefore to what 
will more nearly affect us, the inſtances of 
| the M 


And here in this liſt ſtand beremolt with 
bright and diſtinguiſted marks the immortal 


who firſt were leagued againſt the tyranny 
of the Inquiſition ; then againſt the cruel 
and blood-thirſty religion that encouraged 
it: and afterwards embraced one of the 
pureſt kinds of Chriſtianity with the moſt 
determined courage and the moſt ardent zeal. 


And when they had got thus far every 
obſtacle was furmounted ; they began to 
flouriſh 


Deliverers of the United Provinces : men, y 
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flouriſh in the midſt of oppreſſion, and 
even with weak and deſpicable armies fear- 
leſsly encountered the whole power of Hain; 
and though they did not conquer, yet they 
© reſiſted fo boldly, fo obſtinately, and ſo long, 
that they not only emancipated themſelves 
from the oppreſſive government of their 
invaders; but broke the force, diminiſhed 
the grandeur, and defeated the contrivances 
of that haughty nation, which was then 
the terror of the Chriſtian world. 


| Neither ought a like conduct of theſe il- 
luſtrious Provinces to be forgot, when we in 
conjunction with our moſt dreadful t enemy 
unnaturally - conſpired their deſtruction; 
when victory after victory was obtained a- 
gainſt them; and the wars of Pyrrbus with the 
Roman ſtate ſeemed to be acted over again: 
when conſtancy and perſeverance on the part 
of the OE was equal to victory onthe 
part 


t Hanz, wich which nation we were leagued againſt 
the Dutch in 12 reign of Charles the Second. 
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part of the conqueror; when the reſolute 


anſwer of our Proteſtant * Deliverer made 


the 3 tyrant of the age ſtop ſhort in his 
career, till at length a ſpirit inflexible and 


firm diſperſed the clouds that hung over the 


ſtate, and it broke our on a ſudden with 


the ſame a/toniſhing ſplendor; we which 


it at firſt aroſe. 


But the hiſtory of this A not a 
lingular effect of the glorious ardor of the 


Re- 


> King William; of whom it is reported, that when 


in the worſt ſtate of his affairs he was told by the Duke 
of Buckingbam, that his country was loſt ;- he anſwer- 
ed that it was indeed in great danger, but that there 


was à ſure way never to fee it loſt, and that was, to 
die in the laſt ditch. 


| Burnet's Hiſt. F his own times, vol. 1. 
3 Lewis the Fourteenth, who in his firſt attempts. 


ſtruck the United Provinces with univerſal confter- 


nation z but they recovered ſoon after the Prince of 
Orange had animated them with the view of religion 
and liberty: after this Lewis was ſo afraid of the de- 
perate temper of the Dutch, that he thought them ca- 


pable of undertaking any thing rather than periſh ; on 


which account he durſt not lodge within Utrecht, for 


fear of mines laid under the ſtreets. 
Burnet's Hiſt. of his own times, vol. f. 


16 SERMON I. 
Reformation ; it ſunk deep into the hearts 
of their neighbour *nation, and produced 
as extraordinary events: —Tt made them 
averſe to ſuperſtition, and out of love with 
thraldom ; it carried them farther than was 
agreeable to their natural bent in reſiſtance 
to their kings; and gave them confidence 
to own, and ſtrength to ſupport it: nor 
could they at all have been ſubdued, though 
the influence of the court, the number of 
troops, and the wealth of the kingdom was 
againſt them, except it had been for as per- 
fidious à treatment, and as barbarous a maſ- 
ſacre as any hiſtory has produced. 


The Germans were very early engaged 
in this illuſtrious cauſe, and engaged in it 
with a, warmth that gave a vigour to their 
! councils, determinations, and tranſactions, 

The reformed of France. 


1 After the edict of Spires they came to a ſpeedy 
reſolution unanimouſly to proteſt againſt it; on which 
occalion they were called Protaſtants. 


beyond what is commen to the nature of 
their government in general, or their tem- 
pers. and complexions in particular ; nor 
could they otherwiſe have bore up after ſo 
many defeats, nor extorted from the ® prince 
they had to contend with an eſtabliſhment 
of their religion, in ſpite of his policy; 
in ſpite of his ſtrength ; in ſpite of his own 
attachment 'to the Catholic faith, and ge- 
neral hatred of the Reformation, 


Neither are we ourſelves the leaſt memo- 
rable examples of the truth of this point in 
the ſeveral periods of our hiſtory : In the 
long reign of that illuſtrious princeſs, when 


the Reformation took ſo deep a root, as ne- 


ver afterwards to be ſhaken ; it took root 
amidſt the moſt violent and outrageous 
ſhocks. that ever happened to our iſle ; but 
zeal for the conſtitution in Church and 
State made all oppoſition vain : It was ſu- 


perior 


n Charles V. the moſt powerful and bigotted prince 


of his time. 
B 
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perior to * conſpiracies, to + invaſions, and 
v rebellions; it gave a Plendour to 4 reign 


which in many parts of it had the moſt 


gloomy appearance, and long before it's end 
had broke and diſſipated with ſingular good 


fortune the ſtorms that mr from every 


quarter of 1110 Worn | 


1 do not know later rt to men- 
tion on this occafion the melancholy times 
of that unfortunate monarch, whoſe infringe- 
ments on the conſtitution gave birth to thoſe 


commotions, which lateſt poſterity muſt feel; 
But certainly there was a zeal in the firſt 
oppoſers of that 'prince, which ought to 
have produced mote ſalutary effects; and if 
afterwards the paſſions and Htereſts of men 


were mitel with it, and it was at length 
almoſt abſorbed in another and more dan- 
1 of it; yet "ſtill from the be- 

* The confoiracies of Mary Queeu of Seat and the 
Guiſes of Fance her uncles,” © 


* The invaſion of the ArmadPꝑgu. 
The rebellion of Irland. . 
5 ginning 
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zinning to the end of thoſe diſtraftions, 
we learn en. en 


an do. 


0 "But if in theſe times nl did nat appear 
pure and unſullyed, it did ſoon after; and 
our fathers at the Revolution beheld it in all 

it's genuine luſtre and origina Ibeauty ; when 
{tripped of all mean and unworthy views it 
united the nation againſt the encroachments 
of papery, and made them equally firm 
againſt the terrors of affliction, and the 
blandiſhments of pleaſure ; when it made 
the ſword fall from the hands of armies de- 
ſigned for our deſtruction, charmed down 
the ſpirit of the unnatural promoters of 
tyranny and oppreſſion ; and without blood - 
ſhed, and without diſorder fixed the go- 
vernment on that rock of liberty, on which 
it at preſent ſecurely reſts; and on which | 
we hope the wares Of OOO will beat | 
eternally in vain. bor 


1 . 
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And now after this cloud-of witneſſes, is 
not the voice of their exhortation audible 
and loud? Does not every ſpecies, of zeal 
here inſiſted on, from the extravagant ſtarts 
and ſallies of madneſs to the ſobereſt re- 
flections of reaſon and religion, recom- 
mend to poſterity this excellent inſtruction, 
that every nation that is influenced by it for 
it's government cannot cafily miſcarry. 


Nothing indeed can be more true than 
this; but I am aware that the knowledge 
of this alone will be of little; uſe. to any 
people; that it is nothing to ſhew that zeal 
will do good, except we can ſhew the 
method of acquiring it at firſt, or reviving it 
after its decay ; that this laſt eſpecially 1s a 
point of the utmoſt conſequence, fince 
however fond nations may be of their re- 
ſpective governments at firſt, yet it is com- 
mon with them, as it is with particulars, 
to have revolutions in their principles, their 
affections, and eſteem ; and as it is neceſſary 

often 
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often that government ſhould be brought 
back to it's firſt principles in order to be 
ſecure, ſo it is neceſſary likewiſe, on the ſame 
account, that it ſhould be brought back to 
the hearts and affections of the people. | 


It does not appear that this is altogether 
the caſe with the people of England at pre- 
ſent, and it is to be hoped it never will; but 
becauſe there ſeems to have been ſome 
conſiderable diminution of -this heavenly 
flame fince the birth of the Reformation, 
that no ſpark of it may be loſt, we ſhould 
now conſider the means to preſerve it. But 
this muſt be left to another time. 


B 3 
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GALA T. 4. 18. 
I is good to be gealguſiy affefted 
always in @ good thing. 


N my laſt I conſidered the good effects 

of zeal from a great variety of examples; 

and am now to conſider the means to re- 
vive the decay of it amongſt ourſelves. 


But before we proceed to the remedy, 
let us be ſure of the diſorder: Has not the 
nation, it may be ſaid, been unanimous for 
it's defence, and contributed all that could 
de expected to diſcountenance rebellion ? 
and what more can be required ? The 
fact indeed muſt be owned, but what has 
been it's foundation? A due ſenſe of the 
B 4 bleſſings 


” * 


wanting on the preſent octaſion; and all 
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bleſſings of the preſent government, and 
fear of loſing them under another? ſo far 
all is well; and it is ſomething to have done 
ſo much for the defence of the common- 
wealth: but is this ſufficient? will this 


principle alone make any nation great, 


flouriſhing or ſecure ? may not even a weak 
and luxurious people unite on this bottom, 
and diſcourage all commotions that tend to 
deprive them of the on means of pro- 
moting their idleneſs, or ſupporting their 
extravagance? — The Nomans in the very 
dregs of their empire might be as glad to 
keep off invaſions, as the ſame Ramans in 
the moſt flouriſhing period of their ſtate; 
but certainly they were not as able. Some- 


thing therefore muſt be mixed with this 
principle to make it have its due influence 


on the minds of the people; and what this 
is, we have all this chile been ſne wing. 


But neither, it will be ſauid, has 1% been 


z 


ſorts 
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ſorts of men have been zealous againſt Po- 
pery: this like wiſe is a laudable thing; but 
from whence does it proceed? does it not 
proceed from the diſpoſition juſt mentioned, 
a feat of loſing our privileges under the do— 
minion of a religion inconſiſtent with their 
enjoyment? and if ſo, what advances; have 
we made? has this hatred of Popery made 
us in love with Proteſtantiſm? or has this 
deſire of civil bleſſings made us burn with 
pure and undefiled religion? has it made us 
cut off the vices that enfeeble our bodies, or 
the principles that debauch our minds? has 
it inflamed us with the hopes of other hap- 
pineſs than the preſent, or placed our confi- 
dence in any other power than that of tem- 
poral princes? in ſhort, has it rouſed in us the 
firong and rapturous emotions of chriſtian 
zeal; and made the generous infection ſpread 
through all ranks and degrees of men? 


Ir it has not done this, andthe flighteſt view 
of things will convince us that it has not, 
194) we 
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we are far from having contributed all that i 
in our power to the general ſafety; and how 


tie this reafoning is, fome late proecedings 
in an unanimous Satin, are, I'm afraid, too 


Parner W - 


What elſe was PIE reaſon of that univer- 
aaa alarm that was ſpread at the 
Fiſt ſucceſs of the rebellious arms? why 
| did the hearts of a nation fink at the ap- 
Prokch f a weak and deſpicable army? and 
why were the ent ſo diſinayed by an ene- 
my, whom their anteſtors had ſubdued a 
thouſanũ times? But if this could be imput- 
ed, (and it were to be withed that it could 
zuſtly, ) to that ſerenity and order, to that 


ſettled quiet, and long ſucceſſion of peaceful 


years which this iſland has enjoyed, yet 


what elfe could be the reaſon of that ſtrange 


timidity in men \whoſe profeſſion called for 
other difpoſitions? why did thoſe who ſhould 
de the bulwark of our rights fearfully ſhrink 
back from thoſe who. invaded them ? why 

did 


. 
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did che puſillanimity of a Save moſt pow- 
erfully poſſeſs a frermon s heart? and why 
did Engliſimen moſt ſhamctully ſubmit to 
{ach ſudden deſertions and nnaccountable 
panics, as in all former periods of our hiſtory 
have been altagether unknown? I it not an 
enemy that bath dane this ? has not luxury 
broke, corruption effeminated, and irreli- 
gion perverted our minds? and has not 


that principle more eſpecially been wanting 


which has made all nations conquerours, 
and which would have afforded us a firm and 
ſolid ſupport in greater diſtreſſes and ſeverer 
trials than have yet fallen to our ſhare? 


For . death 
to men who are zealous for eternal life? 
and what could have appeared formidable 


in the field of battle to dur inglorious coun- 
trymen chat lately fled, had they been animat- 


ed with the n of their leader who fell? a 
leader 


< Calorie Gardiner, eme ene and 
apa is ſufficient ly known. 


: 
| 
| 
* 
| 
N 
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leader whoſe name will beever 1 to Engl 72 
nen, and Which ought never to be men- 
tioned without the warmeſt expreſſions of 


gratitude and love; whoſe conduct is a moſt 


recent and affecting example of the truth of 
all that has been ſaid, and whoſe illuſtrious 


exit proves to us more than a thouſand ar- 


guments, that a fer like him would be a 


rock of defence in the moſt diſaſtrous times, 
whilſt millions like his followers would 
ſerve only to increaſe the common confu- 
ſion, and aggravate the diſmay. 


Unity therefore, we may conclude, is ne- 
ceſſary, but it muſt be cemented with zeal, 
otherwiſe it will ſoon be diffolved and end 
in our deſtruction, | 


. _ catch this therefore, 14911 in the firſt 

place proceed farther ; in the good work we 
have begun ;, let us not only be; ſenſible of - 
our happineſs and afraid i loling it ; but 


let us look 1 into the nature of it, and learn 
eDifla 2 60 
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to what it is owing; let us.come near and 
behold this well-built fabric of our conſti- 
tution ; let us carefully ſurvey it in all it's 
parts; on the one ſide examine the beauty of 
holineſs, on the other the beauty of freedom; 
and then help falling in love with it if we 
can ; — For certainly what Plato could ſay 
of wiſdom, that if it was beheld in ĩt's genuine 
luſtre it would neceſſarily excite the affections 
of the ſpectator; may as properly be ſaid of 
the moſt excellent government, and moſt 
excellent religion that ever appeared in the 
world. 


When once therefore we are in love with 
it we know that zeal for it is not far off; 
eſpecially when we conſider farther, that this 
is not a profuſion of beauty ſeparated from 
uſe, and that we are not like ſimple ſpecta- 
tors to. be ſtruck with charms that are to 
periſh in the beholding; but that the very 
charms of it ariſe from the fitneſs of every 


part to obtain it's ends, and give to every 
member 
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N 
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member that portion of liberty and nd and portion 


of happineßß, Which is proper. bor the ation 


whereunto be belon * 


» 
* 18 4 . 
* | Ts 4s 
= 


+& 21 


. Secondly. Another means of reviving and 
cheriſhing this principle is, to have ſtrong 
and vigorous impreffions of natural plory.— 
Nothing! is more common to obſerve, than 
that many admitted into illuſtrious. companies, 

for which they wete at firſt by no means 
KO have yet afterwards become their 
greateſt ornaments, chiefly by reflecting on 
the credit of their ſituation : — The feeble 
and the coward have frequently by this 
means finiſhed their courſe with glory in the 


field of battle; and the diſſipated and the idle 

have filled up their ſtations in the moſt 
learned ſocieties with dignity and applauſe 3 
and. this. likewiſe i is the caſe with nations 
rhemſclves, when once the particulars which 


compoſe a ſlate are fond of it 's, glory, they 
will be zealous for 1 it's ; ſucceſs, | PL TS, 4 
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I need not illuſtrate this by any examples 
| from. hiſtory, nor need I intimate to Engliſh- 
men how much their nation deſervey theſe | 


ſentiments from every individual, 


_ Thirdy. Aude means of 1 revidiag nd 


cheriſhing this principle i is, to conſider that 
we are yet. free-men ; and that there is a 
dignity of ſentiment and warmth of heart, | 
a grandeur of mind and ſuperiority of courage 
peculiar to men of that exalted character: 
that all this is till heightned to us who are 
almoſt the only free-men in the world; at 


leaſt that the fate of moſt other nations that 
are free is in a great meaſure bound up in 
ours: ſo that we are not only contending | 
for the moſt valuable poſſeſſion ourſelves, 
but animating by our example the reſt of 
mankind : and ſurely, if things excellent 


Creatures, 


delerve our zeal, as they undoubtedly do, 
we muſt be zealous here ; ſince gaining hap- 


pineſs to ourſelyes, and at the fame time 
communicating it to the reſt of our fellow- 
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creatures, is the utmoſt pitch of eminence 
and perfection, to which mortal wiſdom 
and mortal virtue can aſpire. 


Fourthly. Another way of reviving and 
cheriſhing this principle is, to conſider the 
great and manifold dangers that ſurround us. 
Moſt nations in the infancy of their govern- 
ment are obſerved to be very zealous for it's 
ſupport, and to make moſt impetuous efforts 
for it's preſervation : and the reaſon of this 
ſeems to be, that it is then more ſubject to 
diſtreſs, and more eaſy to be overturned. 
This was the caſe in the beginning of the 
Reformation under the reign of that il- 
luſtrious princeſs already mentioned ; when 
the chief powers of the world were ſeverally 
engaged to diſpute her title, _ diſturb her 
government, and extirpate her religion: 
This begot in all an earneſt defire to ſee the 
conſtitution ſettled, and this defire overcame 
all difficulties. The dangers that ſurround us 
are greater; as many enemies of ſeveral nations 
are 
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are  eafier to reſiſt, than thoſe of one moſt for- 


midably great, and under the influence of a 
tyrant moſt greedy to devour: as therefore the 


danger is greater, our zeal ſhould be ſo too; 
it will be ſo, if that danger be rightly con- 
ſidered, and we be duly influenced by either 


human prudence, | or human affections: for 


s long as we are men, we muſt be deſirous 


of civil bleſſings; and it cannot be faid 
that theſe civil bleſſings were ever more firmly 


eftabliſhed, or more worth contending for 
in any other period of our government than 
the preſent. I will not except even the 
- glorious one juſt mentioned, in which, though 


the honour and intereſt of England were 
moſt invariably purſued, yet they were left 
more expoſed to the influence of prerogative, | 


33 


K ifthly. Another way of reviving wy 
cheriſhing this principle is to conſider the | 
beneficial tendency of our 2 above al 


hers in the world. NT "> th | 
C Quin 
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Government goes a great way towards 
ſecuring our natural rights : religion goes 
farther : Chriſtianity goes farther ſtill: and 
that ſpecies of it which we profeſs the fartheſt 
of all. 5 i 8 } 


Government, we ſay, makes our lives ſafe; 
but it is anly againſt offences puniſhable by 
the laws; religion reaches the heart: and 
though the religion of nature is weak, and 
that of popery is corrupt, yet that of the 
Reformation is neither: it wants not, like 
the' former, the great incitament to virtue 
under the faint and doubtful glimmerings of 
a future ſtate; nor does it lead, like the latter, 
to the corruption of the heart, and the diſ- 
turbance of ſociety ; to the moſt unnatural 
dominion over the conſciences of men, as well 
as to the moſt prodigious and complicated ini- 


quity that was ever eſtabliſhed in the world. 


FED R | D. Io | 

If thefefore it was formerly thought pro- 
per by the great defenders of Þberty to rouze. 
"4 Hen nw To ff 0 gt. 
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up Zeal by animating their fellow-ſoldiers 
pro arts et focis, what is it now? if in pagan 
countries the ſafety of their wives, their 
children, or their properties, was a ſufficient 
incitement to it, what is it here? and if popery 
has any inducements to this excellent prin- 
ciple, what has the Reformation: 


The Heathens even in their beſt and moſt 
flouriſhing ſtate were only under the influence 
of ſuch a contemptible religion, and that ſup- 
ported by ſuch weak and inconſiderable Gods, 
that it could not, one would think, have the 
due weight on their minds; and of conſe- 


quence when they had got over the aſſaults 


from abroad, they muſt on this account be 


ſtill more expoſed than we to thoſe at home; 


and muſt be in greater apprehenſions that 
the domeſtic aſſaſſin might finiſh what 
the foreign invader had begun. — The 


papiſts ſhould naturally have the ſame fear- 


ful apprehenſions, on account of their vices 
being bought off with money; and a ſyſtem, 


C2 that. 
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that can allow on ſo many infamous. occafions 
ſach great remiſſion and indulgence to indivi- 
duals, muſt too often be rather an incourage- 
ment than a ee to offenders. 
\ by 

But we; God be thanked, are Ri from 
theſe terrours, as being guided by a religion 
which we know to be revealed by God, 
and uncorrupted by men; and which beſides, 
we know, to be ſo happily incorporated with 
the civil conſtitution, that the one only 
confirms what the other propoſes; the one 
only adds all poſſible ſtrength and all poſſible 
ſecurities to that beautiful plan of happineſs, 
which the * has laid down. 


But Gt and laſtly. There i is one thing 
yet which could excite our zeal above all 
others, and that is the favour of God and 
eternal happineſs ; to be ſtruck with the 
beauty of our national conſtitution is much, 
to be warm with the ſenſe of national glory 
is more; to conſider that we are yet free, 
tarl3 though 
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though our freedom is in danger, and in 
ſomt meaſure fighting for the good of man- 
kind is the moſt excellent of all: but to 
reflect farther, that by all this we are only 

doing what is acceptable to God, and paſſ- 
ing through theſe glorious and honourable 

paths to the manſions of full and conſummate 

bliſs, is ſurely enough to raiſe the moſt 
groveling, and animate the moſt abject and 
deſponding minds. 


What ſhall we ſay then? ſhall we ac- 
knowledge in ſo many inſtances the power 
of falſe zeal, and not be influenced by the 
true? ſhall our aſpiring neighbours be led by 
it to tyranny, and not we to liberty; they 
to popery, and not we to Proteſtantiſm * | 
ſhall it-inſpire ſome with the wild deſire of 
conqueſt, and not us with the natural one 
of defence ? | 


© Shall an aſſaſſin die at the command of 
his ſuperiour, and not we at the command 
291 | Fark C 3 of 
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of God ? ſhall the former hearken to the 


voice of phrenſy, and not we to the yaice of 
reaſon? 


Shall the Chriſtian ruſb with impetuous 
raptures to the mad expedition of the Holy 
Land? and ſhall not we engage with /oberer 
heat and more femperate courage in the 
ſacred cauſe of our country and our God? 


Shall the Saracen rage with tumultuous 
allies in the fields of death, ſupported only 
by the mean expectation of a ſenſual reward, 
and that built upon a weak and contemptible 
foundation? and ſhall not we approach then 
with ſerenity and order, who are influenced 
by a reward which is both agreeable to the 
expectations of the moſt heavenly minds, 
and as certain in it's authority as God can 
make it? 


But what? if theſe examples are not ſuf- 
ficient for our information, or we refuſe to 
al be 
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be inſtructed from ſuch dereſtable proceedings; 
yet ſhalt we not partake of thoſe exſtatic 
feelings in common with the true and diſ- 
tinguiſhed patriots of every age? ſhall we 
not be ſtruck with the Roman greatneſs, and 
Spartan reſolution?” ſhall we not be fired 
with the Hollanders courage, and riſe with 
their vigorous and ſprightly hopes in the day 
of tribulation? above all, ſhall not the great 
example of our Anceſtors moſt powerfully 
excite in us this glow of heart? and ſhall 
ye not be aſhamed of deſerting that cauſe, 
which could inſpirit with liberty the 
fervile French, and warm with Ng the 
* German? 


But let not this, img benen be hid to 
our charge; let it not be ſaid to our reproach 
and infamy, that our cauſe was good, and 
our love for it but faint; and if it has been 
hitherto obſerved, as it might with ſome 
juſtice, that a rational faith has generally 
been unattended with a ſuitable warmth; 
| C4 let 
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let us from henceforward roll away thts re- 
proach of Proteſtantiſm from amongſt us; 
let us manifeſt to the world by our conduct 
and example, that for men at once to be 
zealous and moderate is no ſoleciſin in reli- 
gion; and that the firmneſs of a martyr and 
the mildneſs of a Prateſtant is no :7poſſibl: 
conjunction, 


But here an objection ſeems naturally to 
ariſe from what has been ſaid, and ought 
not to be paſſed over; which is, that if falſe 
zeal can produce the ſame effect as the true, 
where is the uſe of what has been here ad- 
vanced ? and how can we, who are influenced 
by the one, be ſecure from our invaders who 


are influenced by the other? 


- Now ſuppoſing this to be true in it's ut- 
moſt extent, it is ſo far from being an 
argument why we ought not to put on this 
diſpoſition, that it is the ſtrongeſt reaſon in 
the world why we ought: if nothing but 
zeal 
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zeal can encounter zeal, we muſt either 
make uſe of it againſt the violence of our 
enemies, or ſuffer them to attack us with 


ſuch ſuperiour advantages, as muſt r 


e091 in our deſtruction. 


But this, bleſſed be God, is quite other- 
wiſe, and, except in a few particular caſes, 
contrary to the uſual courſe of things ; it will 
always be found that men are much more 
zealous for defence than conqueſt : and the 
reaſon of this is plain; becauſe they who fight 
for conqueſt, fight generally for what they 
can eaſily. do without, and what will ſome- 
times prove a burthen ; whereas they who 
fight for defence fight generally for all that 
is valuable to them in the world, and with- 
out which of conſequence life is cheap, and 
will be prodigally expoſed, 


Add to this, that falſe zeal is a monſtrous 
and extravagant paſſion, neither founded in 
reaſon nor ſupported by duty ; that it's efforts 
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indeed are violent, but it is the violence of 
one in agonies, and that after it's hott tumults 
and convulſions are over it WWuld naturally 
expire, except when it was kept up by 
proſtitute arts, or led on by rigordus and 
uncontroulable power. Vet that neither this 
art nor this power could ever give it a very 
long continuance, except whete many other 
extraordinary circumſtances coneurred to it's 
preſervation. — But true zeal is a fober and 
regular paſſion, which is agreeable to the ap- 
petites, the reaſon, and the heart: whoſe power 
is laſting, and whoſe purpoſe is ſteady; which 
improves upon the taſte, and is ſtrengthened 
by continuance; which the more it is 
conſidered, muſt appear more lovely, as hav- 
ing it's foundation in nature, and wanting 
no favourable juncture of affairs to cheriſh or 
ſupport it. In ſhort, to uſe a moſt common 
and well known compariſon, it may with the 
ſtricteſt propriety be obſerved, that the one 
is like the immoderate diffuſion of falſe and 
unnatural fire which ariſes from ſtrong and 


I- 
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inebriating draughts, and which but elevates 
the heart to fink into inaction, or diflolve 
into grief: whereas the other is like the 
pleaſing and agreeable effect of a temperate 
refreſhment, which is neither ſucceeded by 
languor, nor attendedwith fury; but which 
communicates it's heat by gentle degrees, 
and inſenſibly warms and invigorates the 
whole conſtitution, 


. I could, if it was proper, confirm the truth 
of this by as great a variety of examples as 
has been before made uſe of ; but the time 
preſſes me to conclude, | | 


To ſum up therefore all that has been 
faid. —It is almoſt impoſſible to conquer a 
Proteſtant. nation united for liberty, and 
zealous for religion; i. e. united and zealous 
for ſuch excellent principles as are the very 
perfection of our happineſs, and glory of our 
nature: — And if a falſe zeal for popery 
and a falſe union for tyranny have enabled 

men 


1 
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men to break through ſo many difficulties 
to invade us; what ſuperiority may not we 


expect when the true ones influence us in 


our defence? when reaſon informs our zeal, 
and zeal animates our refolution? when no 
tranſports but what are juſtifiable * excite, 


and no enthufiaſm but what is facred 
inflames? when no wild and extravagant 
deſires of conqueſt poſſeſs our hearts, no gra- 
tification of cruel and blood-thirſty tyrants 
unites our hands; when no grĩievance, in ſhort, 
either eccleſiaſtical or civil is mixed with the 
moſt perfect and excellent cauſe, nothing 
but what the very beſt and wiſeſt of men 
would in their cooleſt and moſt deliberate 
moments even chooſe to follow r ꝰ 


When once we are arrived at tlis im- 


+ portant point (and it is time that we begin 
to advance to it with impetuous ſtrides) we 


ſhall in all probability want no other aſſiſ- 

tance, and no otlier ſecurity; and though 

ſoriic obſtacle 1710 ſeem aii this pro- 
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geſs on account of chat great number of 
Catholics, who in the midſt of a generous 
and good-natured people are freely allowed 
the profeſſion of a religion inconſiſtent with 
the rights and priviledges they enjoy; yet it 
is to be hoped that they will be ſenſible of 
this rare indulgence, and improve it as becomes 
them; that they will never abuſe the gentle- 
neſs of the adminiſtration to factious pro- 
ceedings, but aſſiſt it by the ſuppreſſion of 
all unreaſonable commotions; that, happily 
tranſplanted like noxious vegetables into a 
milder climate, they will loſe by degrees 
the aſperity of their nature, and catch at 
leaſt from the examples of thoſe they con- 
verſe with that Chriſtian ſpirit of lenity and 
forbearance, which both their principles di/- 
courage, and their ſpiritual fathers diſclaim. 


But if theſe Catholics ſhould not anſwer 
theſe reaſonable expectations, and Proteſtants 
ſhould not ſucceed in their well meant en- 
deavours, if the former ſhould engage in 

black 
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black conſpiracies againſt the Nate, and the 
latter ſhould be unable to detect or defeat 
them; if unlooked for accidents ſhould 
thwart, or ſtrange viciſſitudes ſhould con- 
found the wiſeſt and beſt formed reſolutions; 
in ſhort, if by à ſeries of glorious and ſuc- 
ceſsful villany, popery with it's faithful at- 
tendant, arbitrary power, ſhould gain ground; 
. yet ſtill let us not by any mean compliance 
or abject ſubmiſſion endeavour to court the 
favour of a church whoſe tender mercies are 
cruel: let us not depend on the unſtable 
foundation of catholic gratitude, nor expect 
from papiſts any ſuitable returns to * un- 
exampled lenity and moderation. 


Ae 25 that the . 


durate policy of Rome will not caſily bend 
to the circumſtances of the diſtreſſed; and 


that the humble as well as lofty ſpirit will be 
equally overturned in it's w and furious 
expetlition to intereſt and revenge. 


Let 
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Let this conſideration therefore likewiſe 
effeR, in us, what it naturally ſhould, and 


what all the others muſt do; i. e. lead us to 


Wi il 


che principal and important center of zeal ; 
let us reflect that if it is with us now, as it 


was formerly wit h Jeſhua, that we muſt be 
firong aud courageous to fight the battles of 


the Lord ; and let us depend upon it as a 
certain 0 indiſputable truth, that it is much 


eaſier to preyent the evils of popery in it's 
infancy, or reſiſt them during it's growth, 
then to abate it's fury or eſcape it's vengeance, 
when it is fatally arrived at it's maturity 0 


perfection. ua 


Which that it may never do, God of his 
infinite mercy grant ; to whom be aſcribed, 
as is moſt due, all might,” majeſty, and do- 


minion both now and e Amen. 1 
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DEUT:. 25. 11. 


Thou ſhalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain: for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltleſs, 


that taketh his name in vain. 


O comprehend the full meaning of 

theſe words in general, it muſt be ſaid 
that we take God's name in vain, whenever 
we treat of any thing that belongs to him 
with an unbecoming raſhneſs and levity ; and 
the two more immediate particulars of it 
are, when we ſwear by his name falſly, or 
frivolouſly. 


The former of theſe is indeed ſuch a vi- 
olent and outrageous manner of committing 
this ſin, that he who does it, does in effect 

* D deny 
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deny the very nature and exiſtence of God. 
For when men confidently call the ſupreme 
Being as witneſs to the truth of a thing, 

which they know at the ſame time to be a 
lie; and when they deſire no afliſtance 
from him in this life or another, or what 
is worſe; call down almighty vengeance on 
their heads on condition that hat they ſwear 
is falſe; what do they leſs in this caſe than 
either plainly ſuſpect his wiſdom, or boldly 
defy his aac : 


: we: or be $5. 3 of two 

ſuch eſſential attributes as theſe, or if he ac- 
knowledges them, can neglect or deſpiſe 
them, muſt on the one hand be an Atheiſt too 
blind for conviction; or on the other hand 
a deſperate and unfeeling wretch, inſenſihle 
of guilt, and fearleſs of damnation, - 


But neither does the guilt and malignity 
of perjury end here; it is a crime like wiſe 
e 1 and chat too of the 
deepeſt 


9 


Ln —— = — R_— inen 


SERMON III. 517 
deepeſt dye; as it is in effect the very bane 
and deſtruction of our happineſs, the diſſo- 
lution of all order and ſociety amongſt men. 


And though the other ſort of ſwearing 
needleſly and frivouſly, does not carry with 
it ſuch a complicated degree of guilt as this; 
yet it is always wrong, as the ſolemn and 
tremendous name of God is introduced upon 
occafions unworthy of his preſence or in- 
confiſtent with honour ; — nay, as the fre- 
quent interpoſition of his almighty arm is 
raſhly implored to our deteſtable vices, 
and his aw ful attributes are moſt abſurdly 
mixed with the ſong of the drunkard, or 
n 14. of the n 


Vet this is not the wor? inconvenience that 
attends this common fort of ſwearing ; which 
will be found by natural and eafy ſteps to 
lead to the worſe kind of it which was men- 
tioned before; and of conſequence to affront 
_ in eee eee to de- 
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* i x7 


rive on ourſelves 4 ill heavier degree of 
guilt, and to break that ſacred and i — 


bond, which is the e ſupport 
cement of ſociety. 


2 e nik 
x ne now ew, SP of. this a 

large, and trace this vice ſtep by ſtep | from i its 
birth in the looſe Hits of Raiety, or mad ſallies of 
paſſion, to its final completion in iniquity: 
neither can I now inſiſt on the ſeveral other 
ways of violating the great duty contained 
in this commandment, becauſe there is one 
of too pernicious conſequence to be lightly 
paſſed over,. and which calls loudly for cen- 
ſure on the , preſent unfortunate occaſion ; 
the method I mean is that of the Roman 
church, of diſpenfing with the breach of oaths 
hen ever the head of it thinks proper. 


a For this has not only all the aggravating 
circumſtances of perjury. juſt mentioned, but 
has likewiſe this remarkable addition to the 
crime, that it is an encouragement for men 
to 


Wis 
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to commit it, when otherwiſe they would 
naturally be aſhamed of it 85 * os * 


A il tr i 72 


And this appears in fact from the various 
examples of chriſtian Princes, not the moſt 
conſcientious in their proceedings, who yet 
are afraid of violating their oath or their 
honour, unleſs their ſpiritual father permits 
them: as if it was poſſible for the ſinleſs 
and all- perfect nature of God, or, which the 
Catholics ſay is the ſame, the unerring one 
of his vice-gerent below could authorize 
crimes which ſinful mortals abhorred; or as 
if our holy religion could ever be made the 
means of propagating wickedneſs in the 
world, which it was its principal buſi * to 


| remedy, or prevent, 


_—_ OOO TOTES s 


Vet ſo infatuated are the Catholics with 
this imaginary power, that they not only 
ſafely rely on it in their moſt infamous 
i breaches of truſt; but have ſometimes bit- ö 
5, repented that they were not guilty of i 

R ; 
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them; and it ought never to be forgot by a 
Proteſtant people, that a great prince, the 
moſt bigotted. to the Romiſh faith was a ce- 
lebrated inſtance of this truth, who having 
engaged in greater wars, and waded through 
more blood than any General of his time, 
and having in the end of his life thought 
proper to expiate the great diſorders of it by 
dedicating his laſt years to the ſervice of God, 
could yet in that condition, where he had 
ſo many other things to repent of, frequent- 
ly upbraid himſelf with the obſervance of 
the ſafe · conduct which he had given to one, 
who was an apoſtate from the principles of 
the Catholic church. 


But ſtill cheſe conſequences, bad as they 
are, are not the very worſt that attend this 
doctrine; and it is not only poſſible to proceed 
* Charles the S, who in che Monaſtery of St. Ju 
is repartedto have ſaid often that he was ſorry that he did 
not (cite Luther though he promiſed him ſecurity. 


SandovaÞ's Hiſt. of Charles the 5d. 
Vayer difcrurs ſur, Þ Hiſtoire. 
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to yet greater extremities on this account; 
but many have thought it regſanable to pro- 
cced to them: for when once men are ar- 
rived at a ſtedfaſt perſwaſton that the head 
of the church has ſuch an extravagant power: 
this perſwaſion then becomes a meritorious 
thing; they then by means of it begin to 


compornd for their failings, and - barter away 
morality for zeal: and it is no wonder that 


many of them ſhould be of that execrable 


opinion recorded of a certain perſon by the 
moſt celebrated < Hiftorian of that faith, 
« that a zealous Catholic was more agreeable 
* fto God, when he lied, than's Fonts, 
* when he ſpoke truth. 


Neither will this appear too extravagant a 
paradox to us who are Proteſtants, and who 
have ſeen the like fall within our own obſer- 
vation. In ſome late clamorous and fumultuous 
times, which are the genuine parents of the 

© Thuanus ap. Vayer — le A * 
The laſt years of the reign of Queen Anne. 
D 4 
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preſent diſtractions, and therefore deſerve here 
to be particularly ſtigmatized; men have 
argued with greater fierceneſs for a chimera, 
then for truth The name of Church has 
been made to operate as a charms and it has 
been more obnoxious to controyert even it's 
imaginary privileges, than to ſtrike at the 
foundation of the cauſe of Chriſt. The 
deteſtable names of factions in the ſtate were 
ſhamefully introduced into the moſt ſacred 
places of the temple; and parties drunk with 
religious rage themſelves, offered the ſame 
zntoxicating cup around; till at length a lie 
became ſanctiſied by it's application; and the 
cauſe of our country, and the cauſe of God 
were either in the ſallies of paſſion irrecover- 
able loſt, or infamouſly proſtituted to a ſpirit 
of bitterneſs, and luſt of revenge. 


But now, God be thanked, this tumult, 
this pbrenh in religion is abated ; and all 
parties are become ſenſible of the many de- 
plorable effects it has occaſioned amongſt us: 

net 11 may 


may it be buried therefore for the future in 
eternal oblivion! may the thickeſt veil be 
drawn over this reproach of the Proteſtant 
faith! and may it never be lifted up but to ex- 
poſe it's deformity, and thereby rectify our 
conduct; to point out to us the rocks on 
which our anceſtors ſplit; and make us 
thoroughly ſenſible from it's unfortunate 
iſſue, that we cannot make the ſmalleſt and 
moſt 'inconfiderable advances even to the 
confines of Popery, without the moſt mani- 
feſt danger of ſhipwreck of our faith, and 
ſhipwreck of our conſtitution! ky 


Bat to return to a religion which affords 
more inſtances than this of the truth of what 
we have been ſhewing. In the whole col- 
lection of abſurd and extravagant doctrines 
maintained by the Romaniſts, there is not one 
more abſurd and extravagant than that of tran- 
ſubſtantiation ; and yet when once it is admit- 
ted, it is generally contended for with greater 
acrimony and heat than the moſt important 
and eſſential parts of our holy religion. 

| Nay 
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Nay, of the whole Catholic cauſe we may 
obſerve, that the truth and ſincerity of the 
Goſpel is ſo much unconcerned in their 
bitterneſs and moſt virulent contentions, that 
if an Apoſtle from heaven was to reform the 
world, and-preach Chriftianity in the ſtreets 
of Rome, he muſt ſuffer a freſh and heavier 
perſecution under the pretended Vice. gerent 
of Chriſt; than he had done under thoſe 
who denied his miracles and abhorred his 
name. | 


It is true therefore of this diſpenſing power 
in the head of the Romiſh Church, as well 
as many other of it's doctrines, that they do 
not only gain in the hearts of their votaries 
a ſimple admiſſion of their abſurdity, but like- 
wiſe occaſion a fury of temper and remiſſion 
of morality proportionable totheir deficiencies 
in point of reaſon and truth, 


It would be in vain to urge here in favour 
of this doctrine the infallibility of the Roman 
Peoontif, 


« - 
„ 4 
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Pontif, ;becauſe this would at leaſt require 
as many arguments to fupport it, as the 
doctrine itſelf; and to s it would be at beſt 
* ſupporting one extravagance by another. 


But if it did not appear to be fo {x 7008 an 
abſurdity, but was.an opinion of a probable, 
or at leaſt a problematical nature; yet nothing 
could be more unfortunate. than to urge it 
at a time, when the very point in queſtion 
would turn the ſcale againſt it, and it would 
be impoſſible to ſuppoſe that zhat perſon 
could be infallible, who maintained an opinion 
ſo pernicious to the quiet and repoſe of men. 
— $0 pernicious indeed that nothing could 
be more likely to call down the preſent ven- 
geance of the Almighty, which it is ſup- 
poſed was in this manner inflicted on the 
Fews ; and which is contained in the latter 
part of this commandment, that God would 
not hold him guiltleſs, that took his name in vain. 


And indeed amongſt many who have 
vehemently inveighed againſt this ſtrange 
opinion, 
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opinion, ſome have imputed tothe immediate 
judgement of God thoſe manifold calamities 
which in conſequence of it have aroſe; 
particularly that greateſt and moſt 4 
deſtruction which the Chriſtians ever received 
from the infidels under the conduct of their 
Sultan Amurath ; when he ſpread the treaty 
which the Pope and the Catholics by his 
means had violated | on "the field of battle ; 
and pray yed that Chriſt would vindicate on 
that occaſion the great dutics of his religion, 
which, had been fo ſcandalouſly trampled 
u upon 2 and profancd.* ci 


What part indeed the great Creator of the 
world had in the puniſhment of theſe of- 
fenders I pretend not to know ; and there- 
fore had rather ſuch a declaration ſhould 
come from others than from me : but this 
however I am as fure of as the Scriptures can 
make me, that there will be a puniſhment 
for ſuch offences as theſe ; and if, it is not 

in 


* 2 , 
©, * 
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in this world, it rauſt be i in a future ; for I 
repeat it again, and it cannot be done too 


often, that God will not hold him | guiltleſs 
that taketh his name in vain, 


I am n ſenſible indeed to whom this repo» 
tion 18 made; to Proteſtants, and thoſe 
who are duly influenced by their principles, 
to whom 1 truſt it will not be in vain: — 
To Catholics we know that the denunciation 
of this, or any other kind of puniſhment 
will always be eſteemed but empty threats, 
whenever it is inconſiſtent with their v;onary 
ſchemes of wealth, or inordinate thirſt of 
revenge. : 


Let us therefore not miſpend our time in 
drawing out and enforcing the terrors of 
our religion, againſt ſuch ſtrange profeſſors 
of it as are too infatuated to perceive them ; 
but let us rather guard againſt the great and 
manifold 1 inconveniencies which are the con- 
ſequences of this behaviour: Jet us always 

WY vets pies 
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fuſpett their moſt ſolemn affurances, when 
the glory of their Church is in queſtion; 
and let us always reply to their moſt tre- 
mendous oaths, that there are certain occaſions 
when they are allowed to break them; and 
when they may conſci n vgs on the 
AG AIMEE 1 9 un 


And dens this is one of thoſe Fatal avenues 
through which Popery has of late made ſuch 
dangerous inroads on the unguarded hearts 
of our ſellowy- ſubjects, it is our buſineſs as 
miniſters of the Proteſtant faith more par- 
ticularly to ſecure them from all future at- 
tacks; to ſtand firm and unſhaken in this for- 
midable paſs; and to guard even unto death 
the hallowed ground of liberty and truth. 


And when any of us forſake this im- 
portant poſt in theſe times of confuſion, 
may: our +ight hands, in the language of the 
ſcripture, forget their cunning ;if we ceaſe to 
cry aloud againſt the impoſtures of Popery, 

et may 
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may our tongues cleave fo the roofs of cur 
mouths ! and may we be branded for ever as 
infamous deſerters of our country's cauſe, if 
we ſay not of this doctrine, with more pro- 
priety than the Edomites did of Feruſalen, 
down with it; down <with it even to the ground! 
Away with ſuch a miſchievous and deſtruc- 
tive opinion from the race of men! and may 
there be no remains of it in any corner of 
the earth! But if the Papiſts are ſo infatuated 
as to encourage it amongſt themſelves, yet 
may it never corrupt the honeſt fincerity of 
Proteſtant principles, nor mingle itſelf with 
our pure and primitive religion] may it 
never approach this land of liberty, nor diſ- 
turb the peace, nor ſhake the ſtability of this 
happy conſtitution! | ie 


But what? if the Papiſts are fincert in 


what they promiſe, have they pater to per- 


form it? and if we cur/e not their hypocriſy, 


muſt not we deſpse-theic inability'? can the 


1 and Rome give to ofbers, 


what. 
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what themſelves have not; can they diffuſe 
largely the bleſſings of liberty over church 
and ſtate, who are ſlaves to their kings, and 
flaves to their prieſts, ſlaves to the court, 
and flaves to inquiſition ? — wretches who 
ſe not beneath the fun any creatures ſunk 
in ſdch double. thraldom as themſelves, and 
who can receive no conſolation in their moſt 
abject ſtate, except from the ſucceſs of their 
| invaſions upon us; who in that caſe indeed 
ſhallnotonly be the miſerable partners of their 
vaſſalage, but muſt likewiſe have this cruel 
aggravation of our misfartunes, that we 
muſt, be ſlaves to one, who muſt be a ſlave 
himſelf; who muſt give up all the wealth 
of his country, and the privileges of his 
ccuntry-men to that formidable and aſpiring 
people, who are enemies in general to the 
happineſs of mankind, 'but more eſpecially 
to the gory 2 and proſperity of our iſle ? 


But what if in the laſt place the preſent 
invaders were both able and willing to effect 
6 fi hy what 
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what they promiſe; if the hitherto invariable 
policy, of France ſhould change, and the 0b. 
durate ſpirit of Rome ſhould relent; if the for- 
mer ſhould almoſt miraculouſly renounce all 
pretenſions to empire; and the latter ſhould 
as miraculouſly ſoften. all the rigours of the 
inquiſition ; yet what charms have all theſe 
wonders for us? — If liberty and ſecurity 
are the bleſſings we want, we have them 
already to the full; nor can they poſſibly be 7 
better maintained to us under the govern- 
ment of another Prince, than they are al- 
ready under the government of the preſent. 


Inſtead therefore of falling in with. the in- 
vaders and plunderers of their fellow-ſubjeets, 
who have nothing to find fault with under 
the mildeſt and moſt gracious adminiſtration, 
and can ſcarce give any reaſon why they riſe; 
—— Inſtead of lending our aſſiſtance to the in- 
troduction of a religion, which will quickly 
make us {mart for the encouragement. we 
hall give it, and 1 che Viper moſt un- 


girate- 
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gratefully wound the boſom that made it 
warm; —Inſtead, in ſhort, of creating con- 
fuſion amongſt our country- men, and con- 
ſpiring to make this happy iſland a ſcene of 
blood-ſhed and devaſtation; let us rather 
uſe our united endeavours to prevent all this 
whilſt we may: let us be ſenſible, whilſt it 
is time, of the bleſſings of our government, 
and the bleſſings of our religion: and let 
us not wantonly and fooliſhly throw away 
a Monarch that makes the laws the rule of 
his actions; and a Church whoſe fimple and 
Na doctrines 3 lead us to heaven. 


In ſhort, ſince the troubles and dieaction 
of our native country are now grown to ſuch 
a height, that no man can well be a ſimple 
ſpectator, and no good man can be in doubt 
what ſide to chooſe; let us not be content 
with only wiſbing well to the cauſe of vertue, 
and like degenerate Patriots, ſupinety aid the 
E Defender of our rights with 

feeble 

* His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland. 
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feeble hopes for his ſucceſs, or feeble pity for 
his misfortunes; but let each of us in his 
proper ſtation moſt heartily and effectually 
ſupport him in the great work of our deli- 
verance; let each of us moſt chearfully and 
courageouſly meet all the dangers that may 
happen, and fall if there be occaſion in de- 
fence of liberty and truth, with a fortitude 
and reſolution which ſuch ſacred cauſes de- 
ſerve : and if ſomething ſhould be required 
to confirm us in the conflicts that may fall 
to our ſhare, let us not be ſhaken in this 
illuſtrious cauſe by the mean expectation of 
favour from Papiſts, in which we ſhall al- 
moſt certainly be diſappointed; but let us 
look for it at the hands of a gracious Creator, 
who has promiſed to protect his faithful 
ſervants, and will never deceive them. 


That all of us by ſuch conſiderations as 
theſe may be well provided againſt this, or 
more important trials; and may have ſtrength 

ſuf- 
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ſufficient to fight our way through the pre- 
ſent diſtreſs ; God of his infinite mercy grant, 
to whom with the Son and the Holy Ghoſt 
he aſcribed, as is moſt due, all might, 
majeſty, and dominion both now and for 


THE END. 


